Art Knows
No Boundaries

Ahead of her recital in Austin, Texas, Polish soprano Dominika
Zamara speaks about artistic journeys, the meaning of voice,
and the inner work behind performance. She reflects on Italy as
her artistic home, the emotional truth of opera, and why music
continues to transcend borders.

Interview by Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka.

Dominika Zamara, photo by Aneta Pawska
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Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: You come from Wroctaw, but
you left for Italy very early. What shaped that decision?

Dominika Zamara: It felt like destiny. Italy was, for me, a kind
of Promised Land. Opera was born there, and I knew I had to go.
I received a scholarship to the Conservatory in Verona, where I
completed my vocal studies. Italy also gave me my operatic
debut—Puccini’s La Boheme in Padua. Only by living there can
you truly enter into a kind of symbiosis with opera.

Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: You worked with remarkable
teachers in Italy. Is there someone who left a lasting impression?

Dominika Zamara: There are many, but Maestro Enrico De
Mori was especially important. He worked with Maria Callas and
had a profound influence on me, both musically and personally.
He gave me lessons, supported my development, and conducted
my operatic debut. He was demanding—nothing escaped his
attention—but he also had great generosity. He believed in me,
and that stays with me.
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Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: You've performed on major
stages worldwide—from Carnegie Hall to European opera
houses. How do audiences differ between Europe and the United
States?

Dominika Zamara: American audiences are very warm and
open. In Europe, audiences can be more reserved, sometimes
more analytical. Italy is unique—Ilisteners are often deeply
knowledgeable, even critical, many knowing entire librettos by
heart. But what I truly appreciate in the U.S. is that immediate
warmth.

Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: Your repertoire ranges from



Baroque to contemporary music. What connects these different
worlds?

Dominika Zamara: Music itself. If we look at someone like
Vivaldi, he was already innovative in his time, and his influence
continues to this day. I see historical periods as a way of
understanding evolution. At the same time, I am fortunate that
contemporary composers write for my voice. I enjoy premiering
new works—it feels like being part of something alive, still
unfolding.

Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: Chopin holds a special place in
your repertoire. How do you approach his songs?

Dominika Zamara: Chopin’s songs are, for me, the essence of
the Polish soul. They carry tradition, memory, even the rhythms
of Polish dances. I have recorded and performed them in many
places, including Teatro alla Scala. I sing them with a sense of
longing—something deeply rooted in my identity.



Dominika Zamara, “La Traviata”, Milan, photo by Enrico Bertato
Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: You often promote Polish music
abroad. How is it received?

Dominika Zamara: Very well. Many listeners know only
Chopin’s piano works and are surprised by his vocal music.
When they hear it, they are moved. With composers like
Kartowicz or Moniuszko, there is often a sense of
discovery—especially in places like Italy, where audiences
respond with genuine enthusiasm.

Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: What can audiences in Texas
expect from your recital?

Dominika Zamara: A surprise [laughs]. There will certainly be
Polish songs, including Chopin, as well as Italian bel canto



repertoire.

Dominika Zamara, Carnegie Hall, New York, photo by K.
Khemmett, Sound Espressivo

Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: What do you discover about
yourself through singing?

Dominika Zamara: It is a continuous process of self-reflection.
Each role reveals something new. Sometimes you are pushed
physically or emotionally, especially in opera, where you must
fully enter the character. Working with a score for hours is like
standing in front of a mirror—it’s a confrontation with yourself,
with the text, with emotion.

Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka: Is there still a role you dream
of?



Dominika Zamara: Of course. Art has no boundaries. I am
always developing, always learning new repertoire. In recent
years, I've been involved in many world premieres of
contemporary works—in Italy, Poland, and the U.S. I collaborate
with the New York Composers Circle and perform premieres,
including at Carnegie Hall.

About the Artist

Dominika Zamara is a Polish soprano and graduate of the
Academy of Music in Wroctaw. She continued her studies in
Italy, including at the Conservatory in Verona, working with
distinguished teachers such as Alida Ferrarini, Bruno Pola, and
Enrico De Mori. She made her operatic debut in 2010 as Mimi in
Puccini’s La Boheme.

She has performed internationally across Europe, the United
States, Latin America, Asia, and Australia. Her appearances
include Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center in New York, Teatro
alla Scala in Milan, Teatro Olimpico in Vicenza, and the
Protomoteca Hall in Rome. Her repertoire spans opera, art song,
chamber music, and contemporary works.

She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the American
Prize (2023) in chamber vocal music, and has been featured in



encyclopedias of Polish musicians worldwide. In 2023, she joined
the New York Composers Circle.

Recital in Austin

Austin Polish Society invites you to a recital by Dominika Zamara

May 3, 2026 | 5:30 PM
Draylen Mason Music Studio
KMFA Classical 89.5

41 Navasota St, Austin, TX
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plakatu w Austin.
Fotoreportaz.
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Margaret Dabroska-Meub, prezydent Austin Polish Society,
otwiera 17 Festiwal Polskich Filméw w Austin, fot. Joanna
Sokotowska-Gwizdka


https://www.cultureave.com/festiwal-polskich-filmow-i-sztuka-plakatu-w-austin-fotoreportaz/
https://www.cultureave.com/festiwal-polskich-filmow-i-sztuka-plakatu-w-austin-fotoreportaz/




Margaret Dabrowska-Meub (prezydent APS)
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Z Margaret Meub - prezydent Austin Polish Society rozmawia
Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka



Pawel Wysoczanski
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Oranizatorka wystawy Joann Gutt-Lehr (DotDotDot Connect)
na tle plakatéw Leszka Zebrowskiego



W Galerii AO5



Od lewj: Joanna Sokolowka-Gwizka, Anna Hand, Joanna Gutt-
Lehr



Plakaty Leszka Zebrowskiego

17 FESTIWAL POLSKICH FILMOW W AUSTIN
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Austin Film Society Cinema, Kris Knap i Annette Orlikowski
podczas rozpoczecia festiwalu
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Polski poczestunek przygotowany przez Apolonia Catei‘ing



Otwarcie Festiwalu



Festival

October 28-30, 2022
November 4-6, 2022

wharw suttinpofishfilmocom

Pawel Wysoczanski odpowiada na pytania po projekcji swojego
filmu
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Zbigniew Banas, prowadzacy festiwal
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Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka przy plakacie projektu Andrzeja
Pagowskiego

Najwazniejsza jest historia
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Polska Matka Teresa

Kosciuszko w Austin
w Teksasie.
Fotoreportaz.
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RICE OF FREEDOM

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM LA

Wystawa poswiecona Tadeuszowi Kosciuszce w Austin, fot. Angelika Firle;j.

Joanna Sokolowska-Gwizdka

W zwigzku z przypadajaca w pazdzierniku 2017 r. 200. rocznica
Smierci Tadeusza Kosciuszki, w niedziele 22 pazdziernika w
Austin miata miejsce wystawa przedstawiajaca te zwigzang z
historig Stanow Zjednoczonych ikong walki o wolnosé. Wystawie
towarzyszyta prelekcja i dyskusja.

Sejm RP ogtosit biezacy rok kalendarzowy Rokiem Kosciuszki.
Jest on obchodzony takze na arenie miedzynarodowej za sprawa
patronatu UNESCO, uchwalonego przez Konferencje Generalna.

Tadeusz Kosciuszko byl nie tylko Naczelnikiem Panstwa i
przywodca kosynieréow w bitwie pod Ractawicami. Pozostaje on
tez wzorem patrioty i symbolem wolnosci. Cieszy sie szczegdlna
stawg w tradycji amerykanskiej, gdyz uosabia uniwersalne
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wartosci walki o wolnos¢, demokracje i godnosc cztowieka.

Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych we wspotpracy z Muzeum
Historycznym Miasta Krakowa oraz Stowarzyszeniem Komitetu
Kopca Tadeusza Kosciuszki przygotowato wystawe w jezyku
angielskim. Sa to 24 plansze o rozmiarach 120x80 cm, skrotowo
i obrazowo przedstawiajace rozne etapy z zycia Kosciuszki,
przestanie, ktére swoja postawa reprezentowal oraz miejsca na
sSwiecie, ktore go upamietniaja. Jest to wystawa wedrujaca,
wypozyczana przez konsulaty, aby poméc w zrozumieniu historii
i przypomniec te wybitna postac.

Austin Polish Society zadbato o to, aby i w Teksasie mozna sie
byto zapozna¢ z Tadeuszem Kosciuszka. Wystawa zostata
pokazana w ramach comiesiecznych spotkan klubu
historycznego przy Austin Polish Society. Przybyli licznie
cztonkowie i sympatycy polskiej organizacji, Polacy oraz ich
znajomi i przyjaciele Amerykanie.

Helena Wisniewska-Tindall przygotowata prelekcje w jezyku
angielskim, przyblizajaca postac i czasy Kosciuszki. O polskim
bohaterze opowiedzial tez jej maz, Amerykanin, starannie
przygotowany i zorientowany w temacie. Ja uzupetnitam
opowiesc o kilka ciekawostek, opowiedzialam tez o powstaniu
Fundacji Kosciuszkowskiej w Nowym Jorku.



Spotkanie sie niezwykle udato, a rozmowom o polskiej historii
nie byto konca. Takie inicjatywy mogtyby mie¢ miejsce czesciej.

W notatce zostaty wykorzystane materiaty Konsulatu
Generalnego Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej w Los Angeles.

Wystawie towarzyszyta prelekcja w jezykach angielskim i polskim oraz ozywiona dyskusja. Od lewej Helena Wisniewska-
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Tindall, Kris Matyszewski, Krystyna Mastowska-Kahl, Andrzej Kahl, Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka oraz cztonkowie i
sympatycy Austin Polish Society, fot. Angelika Firlej.
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Polsko-amerykanskim rozmowom nie bylo konica. W niebieskiej bluzce - Angelika Firlej, prezes Austin Polish Society, fot.
Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka.
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Kris Matyszewski, wspotzatozyciel klubu historycznego przy Austin Polish Society, fot. Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka.
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Andrzej Kahl, emerytowany lekarz, pasjonat biologii, podréznik utrwalajacy na fotografiach mikroswiat egzotycznych
dzungli, fot. Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka.
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THADDEUys Kosciuszko
THE PRICE OF FREEDOM
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fot. Angelika Firlej
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fot. Joanna Sokotowska-Gwizdka
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